ST BASIL GREEK MELKITE CATHOLIC CHURCH
901 Sherman Drive, Utica New York 13501
Phone 315.732.4662 Email stbasilsutica@gmail.com
Website www.stbasilutica.org

SUNDAY 8" AFTER PENTECOST
Saturday, July 17 & Sunday, July 18, 2021

PARISH SERVICES
Holy Liturgy: Saturday 4:30PM, Sunday 11:00AM Holy Rosary: Sunday 10:30AM

HEALING PRAYERS NEEDED
Prayers needed for our friends, Nazmie Barahmeh, Jean Benoit, Nadia Casab, Nancy Gazzal, Daniel
Klockowski, Jean Murad, Rose Pawlinga, John Roth, Brian Sagrestano, and Karen Zalatan. Please notify Fr.
Shofany in case of illness.
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RECENT RECEIPTS
Weekly Collection July 3/4: $ 635.00 Memorial Services: $ 80.00
Weekly Collection July 10/11: $ 482.00 St. Pauly Textile: $ 515.97
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DAILY SPIRITUAL ADVICE
For all who are being led by the Spirit of God, these are sons of God. (Romans 8:14)
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+ MEMORIAL MASSES
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THIS SATURDAY, JULY 17

+ Julia Nassimos, By Selma Smith

+ John Gazzal, By George & Penny Kunkel
+ Dr. John Kakaty, By the Kakaty Family
+ Julia Nassimos, By William Dooley

+ John Gazzal, By David & Janet George

THIS SUNDAY, JULY 18
+ Dr. John Kakaty, 40" Day Memorial Anniversary, By the Kakaty Family

NEXT SATURDAY, JULY 24

+ Julia Nassimos, By William Dooley

+John Gazzal, By George & Pinny Kunkel

+ Elvira Chanatry, 19" Memorial Anniversary, By Doris Hutchinson & Family
+ Dr. John Kakaty, By Mary Nassimos

NEXT SUNDAY, JULY 25

+ Julia Nassimos, By Tom & Juan Thomas

+John Gazzal, By Michael & Naima Egan

+ Dr. John Kakaty, By David & Janet George & Family

THE CONCEPTION OF MARY
The Protoevangelium of James begins by citing “the histories of the twelve tribes of Israel” (1:1) which tell
about a certain Joachim who was reproached by another Jew for not having children. To this day Orthodox Jews
are expected to have children in order to continue their lineage and also on the chance of giving birth to the
Messiah. Joachim was troubled and fasted in the desert for forty days and nights, saying: “l will not go down
either to eat or drink until the Lord my God visit me. Prayer shall be my food and drink” (1.2).
Anne (in Hebrew Hannah or “grace”), lamenting her childlessness and seeming widowhood, isolated herself from
her neighbors. Then “an angel of the Lord appeared, saying unto her: ‘Anne, Anne, the Lord has heard your
prayer. You shall conceive and bear a child who shall be spoken of in the whole world™” (4:1).
Joachim was also visited by an angel who sent him home with the news that Anne was going to conceive a child.
When Joachim arrived Anne “ran and hung upon his neck, saying: ‘Now I know that the Lord God has greatly
blessed me: for behold, I am no longer a widow or childless’” (4:4).
This picture of Joachim and Anne embracing at the door of their house is the source of our icon for the feast of
the Maternity of St Anne (December 9) as well as for many prayers of this feast, such as the following troparion:
“Today the bonds of barrenness are loosed; God has heard the prayers of Joachim and Anne. He has promised
against all hope the birth of the Maiden of God from whom the Infinite Himself is to be born as a man — He who
had ordered the angel to cry out to her: ‘Hail, Full of grace, the Lord is with you!’”
Entrance of the Theotokos into the Temple: The Protoevangelium is also the source of the story that Mary was
presented to God as a you and child. After describing the scene, the Protoevangelium continues: “And Mary was
in the temple of the Lord like a dove that is being nurtured: and she received food from the hand of an angel”
(8:1). This passage is the source of our Great Feast of her Entrance into the Temple (November 21).
The image of the Virgin receiving food from an angel, often represented in our icon of the Feast, points to the
spiritual environment in which Mary was raised and which would prepare the holy Virgin for her future role as
Theotokos.
Joachim and Anne do not figure in the remainder of the Protoevangelium which is concerned with the betrothal
of the Virgin to Joseph when she was twelve years old, the annunciation, the birth of Christ and the flight into
Egypt. These passages focus on the holiness of the Virgin and her unique status as the Mother of God.
One such vignette describes Mary as weaving a curtain for the Jerusalem temple with several other girls. Icons of
the annunciation often show the Holy Virgin weaving when the angel appeared to her. The temple veil was like a
giant patchwork quilt with each girl assigned by lots to weave a portion, each using different colors. The Virgin
was given the most precious colors, scarlet and true purple. Our iconography designates these colors to represent
divinity. Christ wears a scarlet or purple tunic with a blue cloak over it. This symbolizes that His divinity (scarlet)
put on His humanity (blue) in the incarnation. In icons of the Theotokos the colors are reversed. Her humanity (a
blue tunic) took on divinity (a scarlet cloak) when she conceived the Lord.
The Feasts of St Anne: Our liturgical calendar includes three feasts of St. Anne. On December 9 we celebrate
the Maternity of St Anne, recalling her conception of the Theotokos. On September 9 the day after Mary’s
Nativity, we observe a synaxis (liturgical gathering) in honor of her parents. The second day of a Great Feast often
celebrates those strongly associated with the event remembered on the feast itself.
On July 25 we recall the Dormition (or falling asleep) of St Anne. We sometimes associate the word Dormition
with the Virgin Mary exclusively, but this is a misunderstanding. Most saint’s days are observed on the day of
their death (dormition) because it is their “heavenly birthday,” the day on which they entered eternal life. The
term dormition usually occurs in the title of the feast only when the saint has a number of commemorations during
the year.
The Feast of St. Anne’s Dormition dates from the fifth century when a shrine was built in her honor in
Constantinople. The feast became popular in the West beginning in the thirteenth century. There it is kept on July
26, because the feast of St James the Apostle was already observed on the 25™, (July2021Leaflet)
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